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BARCLAY BUTERA DESIGNED HIS PALMSPRINGS =~
HACIENDATO BE HIS HOME AWAY FROM HOME=—_ -
AND A LUXURIOUS VACATION RENTAL.
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Timing is everything in life —
especially in real estate. This
truth became apparent again to
Barclay Buterawith the purchase
ofhis most recent Palm Springs home.

The Newport Beach-based interior
designer first saw the Movie Colony property
whileitwasunder construction two decades
ago. For various reasons, his attempt to
purchase it back then fell through. But he
wound up buying the house in fall 2020,
when he was ready for a new retreat and
project. “It was like fate,” he says.

The Spanish Colonial Revival hacienda
dubbed Villa Butera does double duty. It’s
Butera’s home twice a month, when he
visits Palm Springs for a change of dreamy
scenery, and is also a rental property. “It’s
a little escape from Newport, which is a
beautiful place tolive, [but] the desertjusthas
adifferentfeel,” hesays. “You hear this all the
time. The minute you hit those windmills and
the mountains, your body decompresses.”

Butera is an accomplished pro whose
lifestyle business portfolio includes
multiple showrooms, furniture and product
collections with various makers, and five
books about décor. His sixth volume, The
New Traditional, hits shelves this month.

He has also developed a fluency in Palm
Springsresidential transactions and projects.

Villa Butera is the eighth home he has
owned in Palm Springs over the past 27
years, including the Twin Palms Frank
Sinatra Estate. So,arenovation of arelatively
contemporary vintage removes an entire
set of pressures compared to taking on a



Butera prizes the pooland
alfrescodiningareasfor
their“sense of privacy and
protection.” The gated
property encompasses
halfan acre, where mature
gardens envelop the home
and its outdoor living spaces
with fruit trees, desert plants,
bougainvillea,and asmall
vegetable garden.
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VILLA BUTERA IS THE EIGHTH HOME
HE HAS OWNED IN PALM SPRINGS.

The kitchenis opento midcentury modernrestoration.
the breakfast room that The stunning half-acre property’s “sense of
featuresaleaded glass privacy and protection” proved to be a major

star pendant foravintage . . . e
Spanish Revival touch. sellingpoint, as were the C{trus treesand vegetable E
The home contains garden. The pool area in front of the house, i =
formal dining room, too. enhanced with artful hardscaping elements, e . AR Nyt '
The viewinto the family optimizes the mountain views and adds to the = =
room shows the goldleaf- compound’s romanticism. N )
treated diamond credenza The interiors, however, needed help. Butera = Gy s Wi,
by Barbara ,Barry{or kept character-rich features such as terra cotta — A
Baker Furniture and other R p |
colorful accessories tolend tile floors, rustic stonework, exposed wood beams, -
alittle flair. wroughtiron details,and aRevival-style fireplace

that calls for convivial gatherings. (The same can |

be said of the outdoor fire pit.) L

But he made key changes and transformed it. ) \
Stylistically, “it’s Spanish, but it’s not heavy : =

Spanish. There are some playful elements,” he

says, pointing to the gold leaf-treated diamond H B = =

credenza by Barbara Barry for Baker Furniture . = e

placed in the family room and leaded glass star | e W 4 B

pendants, whichnod to classic Spanish aesthetics. £ 7 : o &%

“If you go heavy Spanish, it’s going to darken the ’ o W g =

house.” Butera painted the entire interior in :" e

Benjamin Moore Simply White, his go-to color for J

abright white with warm undertones. Most of the
upholstered furniture is either white or another
neutral shade. He introduces color, pattern, and
texture with throw pillows, accessories, table e
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BUTERA CUT NO CORNERS AND
MADE NO COMPROMISES.

lamps, and original art mostly sourced from
Leftbank Art consultancy.

For the outdoorlounging zones, Butera devised
two distinctive color schemes. Pool chairs
and umbrellas pop with tangerine orange and
correspondingbright shades. He opted foracooler
blue and gray palette on the back-patio diningarea.
“We have friends over for pool parties” he says.
“It’sanice house tojusthangoutin.” The factthat
all three bedrooms — plus the charming casita —
eachhave apatio and en suite bathroom makes the
layoutideal for guestsor for groups of vacationers.

Asforstrikingthe balance between designinga
home thatis truly his own and available to renters
whom he does not personally know, Butera cut
no corners and made no compromises. Instead,
he carefully vets potential guests, both at Villa
Buteraand VillaBlanca, his six-bedroom property
in Cabo San Lucas that he also owns and operates
as agetaway rental destination.

With furnishings such as a Guy Chaddock
dining set and Ralph Lauren Home Noble Estate
collection club chairs, Butera designed the house
to meet his personal high standards. And he
delights in sharing it with others.

“You’re getting a taste of me,” he says. “I
spend a lot of time in this home. It’s definitely an
extension of me.

Each of the bedrooms

has its own bathroom and
private patio, making the
house ideal for groups of
Butera’s friends tovisit or
torentto Palm Springs
vacationers. The primary
suite, with its wood beams
and earthy tile work, boasts
two patios andafireplace.



